PLYMOUTH BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

Tuesday, December 19,2017 

Great Hall, 26 Court Street, Plymouth, MA - 6:00 pm 


6:00pm - Call to Order 

Ken Tavares, Chairman of the Board, called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. and asked the 
Board to call the Executive Session to order. 

Present: Kenneth A. Tavares, Chairman 

Anthony F. Provenzano Jr, Vice Chairman 
John Mahoney 
Shelagh Joyce 
Betty Cavacco 

Melissa Arrighi, Town Manager 

Marlene McCollem, Assistant Town Manager 


6:00 p.m. EXECUTIVE SESSION 

The Board of Selectmen will hold an Executive Session pursuant to 
Massachusetts General Laws, Chapter 30A, Section 21, Paragraph 3; to 
discuss strategy with respect to collective bargaining or litigation if an open 
meeting may have a detrimental effect on the bargaining or litigation position 
of the public body and the chair so declares. 

♦♦♦ Health Insurance 


7:10pm - Open Session 

Chairman Tavares said they were returning from Executive Session and called the meeting 
back into Open Session. He then asked everyone to join him in the Pledge of Allegiance. 


7:12pm - Committee Interviews and Appointments 

Chairman Tavares told the Board that there were a few open committee seats that needed to 
be voted on, so the Board would hear from each applicant then take their vote. 

The Conservation Commission had One Open Seat: 

Betsy Hall came up first and thanked the Board for this opportunity. She then talked about 
what she could offer the Commission and went over her experience such as currently being 
the Chairman of the Open Space Committee. Ms. Hall also talked about the importance of 
conservation and preserving our natural resources. 


Jason Noodell came up next saying he moved to Plymouth in 2011 after living in New 
Jersey for 30 years. He retired in 2015 and is interested in serving the community, adding 
that he lives along the water and cares about the environment tremendously. 
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Bruce Howard came up saying he would love to serve the Town on the Conservation 
Committee and work towards the betterment of the community. He said he spends a lot of 
time outside by choice and that we must strive for a balance between development and 
growth, as well as protecting our environment. He finished by saying if appointed, he pledges 
to become more knowledgeable in conservation. 

On a vote of 4-1-0 the Board appointed Bruce Howard to the Conservation Commission for a 
tenn beginning immediately and terminating on June 30, 2019. 

Betsy Hall - 0 

Jason Noodell - 1 (Cavacco) 

Bruce Howard - 4 (Tavares, Provenzano, Mahoney, Joyce) 

Plymouth Growth and Development had Two Open Seats: 

Leighton Price came up first and talked about the work that he’d been involved with during 
his time served on the PGDC. He discussed some of the financial struggles and transportation 
issues, as well as parking revenue. He then said there are plans for a parking garage in the 
downtown area and that it could be out to bid soon. Mr. Price then went over some different 
projects that the PGDC was able to fund without the use of tax dollars. 

Selectman Mahoney asked if there were any statistics that show the percentage of revenue 
that comes from people outside of the community, to which Leighton Price said as high as 75 
percent of parking fees come from non-residents. 

Selectman Joyce brought up the Russell Street Parking Deck and asked what the main 
differences were between the first bid and the next bid coming up, to which Mr. Price said 
that we would have considerably more contractors bidding on the project which would bring 
the price down. Selectman Joyce said the first bid came in around $4,000,000 to which Mr. 
Price said it was actually $5,500,000. Selectman Joyce then asked what the differences would 
be in the project to get the price down, to which Leighton Price said very little change in the 
plan, and that analysis showed that by adding more bidders it can significantly keep the cost 
down as it becomes competitive. Selectman Joyce said that materials and construction costs 
have gone up so she was confused by this. 

Anthony Provenzano mentioned the South Russell Street Parking Deck and asked how we 
would encourage people to park there and make the walk downtown, to which Mr. Price said 
it’s a risk, but felt confident that people would catch on as there isn’t any other parking 
available for the downtown area. 

Chairman Tavares said that to date, there haven’t been any parking issues at the New Town 
Hall, so would it make sense to look at other locations for the Parking Deck, to which 
Leighton Price said yes, we’ve engaged the architects and contractors and this can certainly 
be looked in terms of alternative locations. 

Charlie Bletzer came up next saying we have a parking shortage in Plymouth. He said he’s 
the manager at East Bay Grille and have seen first-hand that paid parking works. He said 
before paid parking was implemented we would see cars, RV’s and busses parked in the 
waterfront lot for days, but added that paid parking keeps cars moving. He went on to say a 
lot of the animosity is from residents thinking that parking should be free but people would 
abuse that and cars would park there all day long. Mr. Bletzer then said he would consider 
lowering the prices to get people to park in the South Russell Street Parking Deck, and hoped 
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to encourage people to walk. He also said he has been on this Board for 10 years and as a 
business owner have gained valuable perspective on parking issues. He then said that one of 
the best things that the current Board has done was to hire John Burke. He’s currently a 
consultant and is a wealth of knowledge when it comes to parking. Mr. Bletzer finished by 
saying he’s proud to be on the Board and hopes that the Selectmen will consider re¬ 
appointing him for another term. 

Selectman Joyce said that as a Consultant, Mr. Burke is working maybe 25 hours per week 
and makes between $50,000 and $60,000 per year, so between the Consultant and the 
Director there at about $120,000 per year combined. She then said she read that there’s a 
lawsuit ongoing between the PGDC and a local developer, and then asked if he could give an 
update, to which Mr. Bletzer said yes, there’s a developer that doesn’t have enough parking 
for his project, and that we have the interest of the residents and businesses so we are fighting 
that project. Selectman Joyce then asked how much has been spent so far on this lawsuit, to 
which Mr. Bletzer said about $7,000 to date. 

Selectman Cavacco said she was a big proponent of free parking for residents so is there 
anything in the future where we could possibly do that, to which Charlie Bletzer said we 
offer reasonable pennits to residents. He said there are two free lots now at Nelson Beach 
and Jenny Grist Mill, adding that we need the parking to turn over. 

Keven Joyce came up and thanked the Board for the opportunity. He said most of the Board 
knows him as he is quite involved with the Town. He said he’s been a Town Meeting 
Member for the past 14 years and has been the Chainnan for Precinct 15. He said he has also 
served on the Disabilities Commission and Cedarville Steering Committee, as well as the 
Cable Advisory Committee. Mr. Joyce then talked about the many miscellaneous committees 
and boards that he’s served on, including being instrumental in getting a discount for our 
senior residents which is still an active benefit. He said he is in the belief that you have to ask 
for things, because they will not be readily handed to you. Mr. Joyce finished by saying he 
doesn’t just want to be a participant, but a leader as well. He respectfully asked for the 
Board’s vote to bring new ideas and energy to the PGDC. 

Andrew Zickell came up saying that he is brand new to Plymouth so he will yield his time to 
these professionals that spoke before him. He finished by saying he would gladly offer his 
time on any other town committee. 

On a vote of 4-4-1 the Board appointed Leighton Price and Charlie Bletzer to the Plymouth 
Growth and Development Corporation for a term beginning immediately and tenninating on 
December 3, 2022. 

Leighton Price - 4 (Tavares, Provenzano, Mahoney, Cavacco) 

Charles Bletzer - 4 (Tavares, Provenzano, Mahoney, Cavacco) 

Keven Joyce - 1 (Joyce) 


7:53pm - Town Manager’s Report 

Melissa Arrighi began her report by talking about the closure of Gould Way which is a public 
way between Kingston and Plymouth. She said barricades have been placed across the road 
and added that there are limited abilities of one municipality to limit or prevent access to a 
public way adjoining two municipalities. She finished by saying that she reached out to the 
Kingston Town Administrator and is working with him to resolve this issue. 
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Next Ms. Arrighi talked about the website and how she has had requests to update it more 
frequently. Selectman Joyce has a background in IT and offered to meet with both Myself 
and Chris Badot in the next couple of weeks to come up with a more comprehensive plan to 
update the website weekly. 

Ms. Arrighi said she’s been working with Lee Hartmann, Director of Planning, and Jonathan 
Beder, DPW Director, to get an official update on all traffic mitigation projects in the Town. 
She went on to say that some of the projects they’re updating are Long Pond Road (The 
Corner Lot Island and Home Depot Drive intersection improvements) as well as AD 
Makepeace (Projects on Long Pond Road, Clarks Road, Ship Pond Road, Halfway Pond 
Road, Bloody Pond Road and Bourne Road) and finally Pinehills (Route 3 and Clark Road 
Interchange) 

Melissa Arrighi mentioned that the potential buyer of the Mount Pleasant School has 
requested a four month extension on the Purchase and Sales Agreement, as he is looking to 
secure his pennits before the purchase. She said initially she felt like this extension was too 
long, but after talking with the Planning Director he feels it’s reasonable which makes sense 
this time of year. Ms. Arrighi said that she talked with the School Department in regards to 
closing the school down for the winter such as turning off the water and heat. She finished by 
saying she is still negotiating with the potential buyer about insuring the building during this 
extension so the Town doesn’t incur the costs of that. 

And lastly, the Town Manager talked about the Parking Deck saying that after a couple of 
good review meetings they have come up with a final cost estimate in the range of about 
$4,500,000 which should go out to bid very soon. She said that she’s been asked about the 
parking at the New Town Hall and that she was delighted to report that we haven’t had any 
parking issues but would like to get through a full year. 

Vice Chainnan Provenzano asked what our ultimate resource was in regards to the blocking 
of Gould Way, to which Ms. Arrighi said there are some legal avenues that we can follow but 
she doesn’t want to do anything like that with the Town of Kingston. She added that we have 
a good working relationship and that she and the Kingston Town Administrator have a good 
relationship and is confident that it can be worked out. 

On a motion by Anthony Provenzano Jr and seconded by John Mahoney, the Board approved 
an Extension of the Purchase and Sales Agreement for the Mount Pleasant School Property 
for a period of four months. Voted 5/0 

Selectmen Mahoney said that the Precinct 3 Residents may want to sit down during that time 
frame because they still have questions regarding the access to The Hollow. 


7:57pm - Property Tax Classification 

Anne Dunn, Assessor, came up and began by introducing the Board of Assessors as Mike 
Hourahan, (Chainnan), Donna Randles, Dick Finnegan (Vice Chainnan), and George 
Moody. She added that Jim Sullivan could not make it tonight but she thanked them all for 
their time over the past year. 

Anne Dunn began by explaining the purpose of a Tax Classification Hearing as being to 
adopt the Town’s Tax Policy by allocation the tax levy among property types. She said the 
Board of Selectmen then vote on either a single unified tax rate or a multiple split tax rate. 
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Ms. Dunn also said there are exemptions that they can also vote on such as open space 
discounts, residential exemptions or commercial exemptions. She then went over the current 
and proposed tax rates and how they would affect levels of residential and commercial 
properties as compared to last year’s tax rate. She also compared Plymouth’s proposed tax 
rate with some of the surrounding communities. Ms. Dunn then explained that the home 
values also affect the tax rate and she showed a few examples based on last year’s rate and 
home values as compared to this year’s rate and home values. 

Next, Ms. Dunn showed how the tax base is divided up amongst Residential, Commercial, 
Industrial and Personal Property. She showed the trends for residential and commercial from 
2014 to 2018 as predicted. Ms. Dunn also broke down the residential and commercial tax 
base on single family home and commercial business values and what percentages each of 
those categories were. After reviewing these numbers Ms. Dunn then showed how these 
numbers would be affected by a tax shift from 1% through 50% if they were to adopt that. 

Anne Dunn finished her presentation by telling the Board some of the things they should 
consider when voting on the tax classification which were, diversity of the tax base, ability of 
the tax base to absorb a shift, and economic development. She thanked the Board for their 
time and said that they are recommending a unified tax rate. 

Selectman Mahoney said since the boat landed in Plymouth we’ve developed property values 
of $194,472,800 in Industrial Growth, and that the $546,780,073 from Entergy fell from the 
sky. He then looked at the residential values of $8,106,067,682 as being the same as it has 
been there since 1971, about 45 years, then added that it is mathematically impossible to 
diversify the tax base, so he said he cannot support a split rate that punished commercial 
businesses for a failed tax program. 

Selectman Joyce said that she inquired about a split rate last year that didn’t pass, which she 
did not agree with. She said one of the arguments tonight was that it could negatively affect 
our commercial growth. Selectman Joyce said from 2014 to 2018 our commercial increased 
less than 1% so that isn’t much of an incentive for people to come to Plymouth. She said that 
residential is 80% of our tax base and Town Meeting made it clear that they don’t want to 
raise their taxes for a Water Street Promenade. We need to give our residents a nominal tax 
break for that very reason. 

On a motion by Anthony Provenzano Jr and seconded by John Mahoney, the Board voted to 
adopt a Unified Tax Rate as recommended by the Finance Department. Voted 4/1 
Tavares-Yes, Provenzano-Yes, Mahoney-Yes, Cavacco-Yes, Joyce-No 

Anne Dunn told the Board that she needs to make the Board aware of the excess tax levy for 
2018 which is $4,408,933.70 and she will send them the LA5 to sign, and she asked the 
Board for permission to sign on their behalf, Gateway Forms for all necessary tax forms for 
Fiscal Year 2018. 

On a motion by Anthony Provenzano Jr and seconded by John Mahoney, the Board voted to 
authorize Anne Dunn, Director of Assessing for the Town of Plymouth, to sign all Gateway 
Tax Rate Forms on the Board’s behalf. Voted 5/0 
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8:22pm - Public Comment 


Robert Spencer came up first and said he give them credit because this building is absolutely 
fabulous, but he’s going to start calling it the light brigade because at night after its closed 
there are as many lights on when no one is here as you do during the daytime. At 7:00pm on 
a Saturday there’s nobody here and all of the lights are on. I know everyone is trying to save 
money but this Board needs to show the tax payers that you’re interested in saving money. 
Mr. Spencer then said that he called the Administrator at DPW about the lights downtown 
and from the bottom of North Russell to Saint Peter’s Parish there are eight lights that are 
out. The lights on the streets are fabulous because they do the job that they’re supposed to do. 
He also mentioned that some of the Christmas Lights are out along the waterfront and said if 
you’re going to have the lights just make sure they work. 

Kevin Lynch came up next saying he would like to acknowledge the Board. He started with 
Selectman Cavacco saying with her strong voice he would like to hear it more. He then said 
he appreciates Selectman Joyce’s quiet reflections and her ability to see the middle ground. 
Mr. Lynch then said it’s nice to hear Selectman Mahoney’s unique perspective and added 
that he has a way with words that paints a different picture. He then said it’s always nice to 
see Vice Chairman Provenzano’s face zeroed in and when a presentation is made he may 
overreach but it’s always nice to hear his contribution to the discussion. He then turned to 
Chairman Tavares and thanked him for his many years of service and said he appreciates his 
years of wisdom and his calming voice and how he puts things in perspective. Mr. Lynch 
then handed out candy canes to the Board and wished them a Merry Christmas. He then said 
we couldn’t have a town operating like it does without a Town Manager that has unique 
abilities that add to the Town. He then gave the Town Manager a candy cane and excused his 
oversight of the Assistant Town Manager. Finally, Mr. Lynch wanted to acknowledge the 
person who works twice as hard as everyone else, and said that Chris Badot deserves two 
candy canes. 

Mr. Oliver came up and thanked everyone for the hearing devices that were provided this 
evening saying that it’s the first meeting that he was able to hear so was grateful. He then 
handed out a letter to the Board in regards to recreational marijuana. He said he was a 
passionate opponent to recreational marijuana. Mr. Oliver then read the letter which talked 
about the beauty of Plymouth and the waterfront. He said that the commercialization of 
marijuana would be detrimental to our Town. He finished by asking the Board to take 
whatever action is in their power to ensure the safety and integrity of our community. 


8:31pm - Budget Hearing 

Chairman Tavares began by saying the Town Manager and Director of Finance will be 
presenting the budget and the Board will take action on the Budget when after they meet with 
the School Committee on the 9 th of January. 

Melissa Arrighi, Town Manager, said this is a very different budget this year as it’s been a 
while since we’ve tried to make significant cuts. She said the Department Heads were here 
tonight and this wasn’t an easy budget to present to them. She went on to say that what 
they’ve heard at the last two Town Meetings is that people are very concerned about their 
taxes continuing to go up. Ms. Arrighi told the Board that they will notice that she didn’t 
approve many new positions. The only ones are some part-time positions going to full-time 
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and a couple of frontline positions in DPW. Ms. Arrighi then thanked the Board and told 
them that she’s looking forward to their comments on the budget of the next few weeks. 

Before Lynne Barrett, Finance Director, began the presentation, Selectman Joyce had some 
questions about some new material that was given to the Board tonight. Ms. Barrett went 
through the documents so the Board was clear. She then thanked Anne Dunn for helping her 
with the slide presentation as there were some technical difficulties with equipment, and she 
also thanked Kere Gillette for her hard work on the budget presentation, and she also wanted 
to thank the Town Manager and Assistant Town Manager. 

Ms. Barrett told the Board that the FY19 Operating Budget was $218,503,530 which is a 
3.7% increase from FY18. She then broke down the increase by debit service (0.1%), fixed 
costs (6.1%), school (3.0%) and town (3.3%). Ms. Barrett also explained how much each of 
those categories affected the budget as follows: 

• Debt Service 8% of the Budget 

• Fixed Costs 28% of the Budget 

• Schools 44% of the Budget 

• Town 20% of the Budget 

Lynne Barrett then gave an overview of each of the budget components as follows: 

• Fixed Costs - $60,467,200 (Increase of $3,500,000) 

• School Operation - $97,034,575 (Increase of $2,800,000) 

• Town Operation - $43,838,704 (Increase of $1,400,000) 

Lynne Barret then went over the new positions that the Town Manager was recommending: 

• 4 Firefighters 

• 2 Custodians 

• Assistant Library Director 

• Laborer in Parks Department 

• PT Fire Administrative Assistant 

• Archivist PT to FT 

• Dispatcher PT to FT 

• Custodian at Memorial Hall PT to FT 

Ms. Barrett then went over, in detail, how each of the budget categories breaks down 
regarding salaries, fixed costs, debt service and expenses, and talked about how some of 
these will be funded as follows: 

• State Aid (Level Funded) 

• Local Receipts (Licenses, Permits, Excise Tax) 

• Property Tax 

Lynne Barrett finished her presentation by stating what the preliminary affects would be to 
the tax payers in general. She said based on 2018 estimated values this would be a $0.63 
increase on the tax rate. She then said for the average homeowner in Plymouth it would be a 
total tax increase of $216 for the year. She then opened up the presentation for questions. 

Selectman Mahoney asked if the New Town Hall was included in the debt that was shown in 
the presentation, to which Lynne Barrett said yes, but there is a meals tax dedicated to paying 
that down so it does not affect the budget. 
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Chairman Tavares asked Lynne Barrett to give a detailed update on the sewer repairs in the 
next couple of weeks. 

Chairman Cavacco asked if we are successful in our litigation for the sewer repairs, how 
would we get that back to the residents, to which Ms. Barrett said it will not go back to the 
residents, it will just lessen the amount we will have to borrow. 

Selectman Mahoney said we’re trying to infuse discipline into our excise tax, so in a perfect 
world would there ever be a time where we wouldn’t have to borrow to maintain our road, to 
which Lynne Barrett said that’s a difficult question to answer. Melissa Arrighi said that is 
highly unlikely and wouldn’t happen for a very long time. 

Vice Chairman Provenzano said if we are awarded something in our litigation, could we 
replenish our stabilization fund as well, to which Ms. Barrett said absolutely. 

Selectman Joyce mentioned the $48,000,000 sewer debt and asked if Lynne Barrett had run 
numbers on what it would cost the Town if we broke the debt into 3 or 4 years, to which 
Lynne Barrett said it would be about $5,800,000 overall. 

Selectman Joyce then said that the Board received this information tonight which happens 
often and she said she doesn’t like getting information that late. She said she understands 
there are a lot of balls in the air but this continues to happen. She said she briefly looked at 
the Capital Improvement list and she respectfully request that we get some color printers in 
the building because reading these graphs in black and white is useless. She said on the list 
she sees a lot of computer items and suggested adding a good color printer. 

Chairman Tavares said in defense of the work you have all done there’s a great deal of work 
in a very short amount of time, and we’re here tonight to listen to your presentation and will 
have time for questions over the next few weeks. He also added that if the Board needs more 
time to deliberate the budget then we can certainly take that time. 

Selectmen Mahoney then asked for Ed Bradley, Fire Chief, to come up and answer a few 
questions. Selectman Mahoney said that you have asked for 8 new firefighters, then asked if 
the Chief could give him a history of his staffing issues over the past 10 years and why you 
have requested the 8 new staff members. 

Chief Bradley said back in 2006 they hired a company to do an evaluation on the Fire 
Department, back then in order to bring us up to the national average on response times; we 
needed to add 5 new firefighters per shift for a total of 20 new firefighters. Since that time, 
our work load has grown by over 50% with the residential and commercial growth. Because 
we are short-staffed, we run the day to day operations using over-time funds. Chief Bradley 
said there’s something you need to realize, if we need one extra person to be on the truck we 
can’t just hire one person, we have to hire four because we run four shifts weekly. 

Selectman Mahoney then asked how the progress was on the New North Plymouth Fire 
Station, to which Chief Bradley said we put an architect under contract today and the project 
manager has been working for the past month so things should start moving quickly. 

Selectman Joyce said that she read somewhere that the ratio was 2 Fire Fighters for every 1 
Lieutenant or Battalion Chief, then asked if those numbers were correct, to which Chief 
Bradley replied that is misleading. He said it’s comparable to the DPW where there are 
Foremen but they’re still working on the field. He said we have 81 Fire Fighters, 24 
Lieutenants, 10 Captains, 6 Battalion Chiefs, 2 Deputy Chiefs and myself. He went on to say 
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that only 8 of them don’t go out onto the road every day, the rest of them are out on calls 
daily and are working foremen. 

Selectman Joyce then said that there were 8 new fire fighters requested and the Town 
Manager whittled that down to 4, then asked if that would reduce your over-time and 
spending, to which Chief Bradley said by adding only 4 fire fighter you will not see any 
changes in spending or over-time. 

Chairman Tavares then thanked all of the Department Heads for coming out this evening as 
well as thanking the Town Manager and Finance Director for their work on the budget and 
added that there will be a lot of information forthcoming over the next couple of weeks. 


9:42pm - Skate Park 

Selectman Cavacco began by saying she was speaking on behalf of the Plymouth Youth 
Foundation which is a non-profit that she is the president of and told the Board that they 
raised enough money to purchase a 200 foot by 80 foot Skating Rink. She said this was not 
her idea; it was Matt Gallerani. She went on to say this has been in the process for about a 
year, and now with all of our fundraising efforts it’s come to fruition. Selectman Cavacco 
said the rink will be located at Stephen’s Field and that she’s been working with Jonathan 
Beder and the DPW regarding the construction of the rink. She then said she is attending the 
Precinct 3 Caucus tomorrow night to be available to answer any questions that the abutters 
might have, and added that she will answer any questions tonight as well. 

Joan Bartlett came up first and said she is involved with the Friends of Stephen’s Field and 
said this sounds like a great idea. She added that she thinks the gate should be kept closed 
while there are kids there using the rink. She then asked about bathrooms, to which 
Selectman Cavacco said that they are talking about that tomorrow and added that maybe we 
can open the concession stand as well. Joan Bartlett then said that she knows several 
volunteers and offered them to Selectman Cavacco. 

Gerry Sirrico came up next saying this is a very exciting idea and that he supports it 
wholeheartedly. He said he had a couple of questions, the first was lighting and then would 
there be a curfew. Also, he comments that maybe the gates should be close pennanently. 

Mr. Sirrico finished by applauding the work that’s been done on this project. 

Bill Keohan came up and said he had a chance to talk to Selectman Cavacco and the interest 
level was around the design put together for Stephen’s Field. He also expressed concern for 
Stephen’s Field becoming a throughway and said we need to stop people from using it as a 
cut through. 

Robert Spencer came up saying any field owned by the Town should be fenced to keep dogs 
out because people do not clean up after their dogs. 

Selectman Joyce asked if this was something that would be set up and taken down or if it 
would be pennanent, to which Betty Cavacco said its seasonal and taken down. 

Selectman Joyce then asked who would manage the rink, and clean it. She then asked what 
affect this would have on DPW Staff. She then said there’s a skating rink at Exit 5 and 
wondered if it was over utilized. Selectman Joyce finished by saying this idea has merit, but 
that she can’t vote on it tonight without having these questions answered. 
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Melissa Arrighi replied by saying this is a very interesting idea but one of the things I want to 
talk to the staff about is that we’ve never operated a skating rink before so there are logistics 
that need to be worked out still. She went on to say we wouldn’t be able to open and close 
the gate everyday so that would have to be on a volunteer basis. 

Selectman Cavacco replied by saying they are sending a video that shows how to install the 
rink. She also said that they could find a way to gate it off during the times that it’s not 
frozen. And in response to Selectman Joyce, she said the skate rink at Exit 5 is expensive and 
is also indoors. 

Ginny Davis came up next and said she thinks it’s a marvelous idea but said we shouldn’t be 
premature. She suggested waiting until next winter. Ms. Davis said we need to think some of 
these things through and make sure our ducks are in a row. 

Selectman Mahoney said he doesn’t think we need to wait another winter. He added that 
before Winterfest might be hasty, but it can definitely happen this winter. We have 
volunteers ready to help out so the only variable is the weather. 

Chairman Tavares said there seems to be general support for this but we do need to slow 
down a little bit. We need to update the light situation and talk to the schools about the 
busses that stage there for afternoon pickup. Also the Town Manager will look into liability 
should someone get hurt. 

Selectman Cavacco said that there are ways to make this work. There are volunteers that 
have offered to assist in any way. She finished by saying she sees solutions, not problems. 


10:14pm - Licenses and Administrative Notes 

Licenses 

On a motion by Anthony Provenzano Jr and seconded by Shelagh Joyce, the Board approved 
a Change of Manager for Cold Springs Athletic Club from Charles Gibbons Jr to Steven M. 
Finnegan. Voted 5/0 

On a motion by John Mahoney and seconded by Anthony Provenzano Jr, the Board approved 
a Change of Officers for Plymouth Yacht Club (See Packet). Voted 5/0 

On a motion by Anthony Provenzano Jr and seconded by Betty Cavacco, the Board approved 
eight Livery License Renewals for Habilitation Assistance Corporation for the following 
vehicles: Voted 5/0 

• LV80138 

• LV80358 

• LV80419 

• LV79448 

• LV80422 

• LV80402 

• LV80134 

• LV66394 
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Administra tive Notes 

The Board agreed to wait for more information on a Quitclaim Deed for land off of Gunning 
Point Road know as Parcel ID 123001P1343000 being donated to the Town by the owners to 
be under the care and custody of the Conservation Commission. 

On a motion by Anthony Provenzano Jr and seconded by John Mahoney, the Board granted 
pennission to the Patricia R. Themeli Residence Trust, owner of 6 Boat House Lane, to file a 
Notice of Intent (NOI) with the Plymouth Conservation Commission which proposes the 
construction of erosion control measures that span onto a portion of town-owned land located 
off Boat House Lane identified as Parcel ID 046-000A-000O-005Z. Voted 5/0 

On a motion by Anthony Provenzano Jr and seconded by John Mahoney, the Board approved 
the Open Meeting Minutes from the September 19, 2017 Selectmen’s Meeting. Voted 5/0 

On a motion by Anthony Provenzano Jr and seconded by John Mahoney, the Board approved 
the Open Meeting Minutes from the September 26, 2017 Selectmen’s Meeting. Voted 5/0 

On a motion by Anthony Provenzano Jr and seconded by John Mahoney, the Board approved 
the Open Meeting Minutes from the October 10, 2017 Selectmen’s Meeting. Voted 5/0 


10:23pm - Committee Liaison / Designee Updates 

None 


10:24pm - Old Business / Letters / New Business 

Selectman Cavacco said she received a letter from someone that she wanted to address and 
give the facts. She went on to say this letter came from a Town Meeting Member so wanted 
to set the record straight. She went through and corrected the financial issues that were 
brought up stating that the letter’s author did not have correct dollar amounts. Ms. Cavacco 
said her main concern were some comments that hit home for her and were personal. She 
said the letter posed the question about who would pay for the $48,000,000 sewer repair. He 
said we will all more than likely pay on a four to one Selectmen’s vote. The letter stated that 
“three of the Selectmen were on the pipeline and one Selectmen’s husband works for the 
DPW and would be looking for over-time”. Selectmen Cavacco replied to that comment by 
saying her husband was a carpenter in maintenance and unless the sewer is made out of wood 
he will not be working on it. 


10:28pm - Adjournment 

On a motion by Anthony Provenzano Jr and seconded by John Mahoney, the Board voted to 
adjourn the Open Session at 10:28pm. Voted 5/0 

By Roll Call: Tavares-Yes, Provenzano-Yes, Mahoney-Yes, Joyce-Yes, Cavacco-Yes 


Recorded by: Christopher Badot 

Administrative Assistant, Board of Selectmen 
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